Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MEXICO 00886 221657Z 

41 

ACTION SNM-02 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ARA-06 PRS-01 USIE-00 SS-15 SP-02 SAM-01 

SSO-OO ARAE-00 PA-01 /029 W 

101993 

O 221630Z JAN 76 
FM AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
TO AMEMBASSY BOGOTA IMMEDIATE 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2545 
DEA HQS WASHDC IMMEDIATE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MEXICO 0886 

BOGOTA FOR AMB VANCE; ARA FOR DEP ASST SEC LUERS; S/NM 
FOR ERNST; DEA FOR EOI CUSACK 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, MX 

SUBJECT: SUGGESTED PRESS STATEMENT FOR AMB VANCE 

REF: MEXICO 880 

SUMMARY: REQUEST COMMENTS ON SUGGESTED CONTINGENCY PRESS 
STATEMENT FOR USE BY AMB VANCE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . MEXICO CITY NEWSPAPER EXCELSIOR CARRIED FRONT PAGE STORY 
(JAN 21) ORIGINATING WASHINGTON, D.C., OF INTERVIEW WITH 
CONGRESSMEN WOLFF AND GILMAN UPON THEIR RETURN FROM LATIN 
AMERICA AND MEXICO (SEE REFTEL). CONGRESSMAN WOLFF WAS 
QUOTED AS SAYING AMBASSADOR VANCE IS EMBARKING UPON TOUR 
SIMILAR TO THEIRS (SIC) AND WILL VISIT MEXICO, AMONG OTHER 
COUNTRIES. 

2. EMBASSY FEELS FRONT PAGE STORY MAY PIQUE LOCAL PRESS 
INTEREST IN VISIT, ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF RECENT PUBLICITY 
GIVEN TO PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA'S PROPOSAL FOR THE FORMATION 
OF TWIN COMMISSIONS TO MEET CHALLENGE OF DRUG PROBLEM. 
ALTHOUGH EMBASSY DOES NOT EXPECT LOCAL PRESS CORPS TO BE 
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NEVERTHELESS BE PREPARED TO MAKE A BRIEF STATEMENT, IF 
NECESSARY. STATEMENT WOULD ALSO HELP CIRCUMVENT AIRPORT 
PRESS CONFERENCE IN THE EVENT THAT MEDIA COVERS AMBASSADOR'S 
ARRIVAL. EMBASSY PRESS OFFICE WOULD ALSO DRAW ON STATEMENT 
IN RESPONSE TO QUERIES REGARDING VISIT. 

3. SUGGESTED STATEMENT AS FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE FIRST OF ALL, I AM DELIGHTED ONCE AGAIN TO BE IN 
YOUR BEAUTIFUL CITY, WHICH HAS AN INTERNATIONAL REPUTATION 
FOR ITS TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AND FRIENDSHIP. MY VISIT 
HERE IS A CONTINUATION OF A SERIES OF CLOSE CONSULTATIONS 
BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS ON THE GRAVE PROBLEM WHICH THE 
NARCOTICS TRAFFIC POSES FOR BOTH OUR COUNTRIES. DURING MY 
STAY I WILL MEET WITH MEXICAN OFFICIALS TO DISCUSS PRESIDENT 
ECHEVERRIA S RECENT AND VERY WELCOME PROPOSAL FOR THE 
FORMATION OF TWIN, NATIONAL COMMISSIONS AS A HIGH-LEVEL 
MECHANISM TO WORK TOWARD THE ELIMINATION OF OUR MUTUAL 
DRUG PROBLEMS. AT THIS TIME, I HAVE NO FURTHER COMMENTS. 
UNQUOTE 

4. REQUEST AMB VANCE DEPT COMMENTS URGENTLY. 

THOMPSON 
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